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Washington, DC 20483

Attention Alva DeJamett- Miller

Re: MUR 5830

Dear Ms. DeJamett-Miler:

| am in recelpt of your letter of August 7, 2007 with an enclosed complaint from the
Ohlo Democratic Party. The complaint alleges that Kirk Schuring and Citizens for
Schuring Congressional Exploratory Committee have violated the Federal Election
Commission Act ("Act”) because Mr. Schuring has not filed a statement of candidacy
with the Federal Election Commission ("Commission”). The complaint is wholly without
merit. The Commission’s regulations require a oclear and conciee recitation of facts
which describe a violation of the Act (11 C.F.R. § 111.4(d)). The complaint recites no
facts showing a violation of the Act. The complaint is simply a misuse of the
Commission enforcement prooess.

Mr. Sohuring is not a candidate for any federal elective office. He has not yet made a
decision as to whether he will seek election to the House of Representatives from the
16" District in the State of Ohlo. He has expended no funds seeking the office. He will
continue to test the waters before making a determination as to whether he should seek
the office. He has publicly stated he wouid decide upon his possibie candidacy only
mmlMMdhmm.WnMphMmm

The Commission regulations list a number of activities that indicate an individual has
deoided to bacome a ocandidate. Mr Schuring has not used general pubiic poliitical
advertising to publicize an intention to campaign for Congress. He has not authorized
or made any statemnents referring to himself as a congressional candidate. He has not
taken steps o qualily for the baliot as a congressional candidate under Ohio law. The
oleotion is stil many monthe away, 80 campaign activities could not be undertaken in
close proximity 1o the election (11 C.F.R. § 100.72(b)).

The Ohio Democratic Party seeks only a press account linking Mr. Schuring to an
allegation of law viclation. The Ohio Demooratic Party is far 100 experienced with
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campaign planning and the Act’s requirements to have a good fajth bellef that Mr.
Schuring has falled 1o comply. The amount of $138,000 Is not in excess of what can be
reasonably expended to explore a potential candidacy for Congress. The fact that

funds have not yet been expended to test the waters provides no basis to
conciude that these funds will not be spent for testing the waters at a later date. The
elaction next year will likely be very hotly contested with fotal campaigns’ expenditures
likely to be in the multimilions.

A candidate who has significant personal wealth may not need to raise funds for
exploring a potential congressional campaign, but a candidate without these resources
must ralee funds to expiore a race. Mr. Schuring could have ralsed the funds which the
Ohio Demoocratic Party objects 10 in lts complaint without any public disclosure. Mr.
Schuring has voluntarily decided to disciose his activities. Permitting this type of
spurious compiaint to linger in the Commission’s enforosment process will only
encourage additional meritiess filings. This matter should be closed with no further

pas )T W

Encl.: Affidavit and Designations of Counsel
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